The objective of the Eco-design of Energy using Products (EuP) Directive (2005/32/EC) is to bring about improvements in the impact of energy-using products throughout their life cycle. The focus is firmly on the design phase since that is the determining stage of all aspects and functions of a product throughout its lifecycle.

The Directive does not apply to means of transport but, apart from this, the scope is deliberately broad covering product, that when in use, depends on, generates, transfers or measures energy whether it be electricity, fossil fuel or renewable. The Directive also covers parts, components and assemblies which are intended for use in energy using products.
Taking into account the urgent need to embrace the commitments to the Kyoto agreement, energy efficiency is considered a priority environmental goal in the early stages of EuP implementation.

Studies looking at products identified under the European Climate Change Programme are already underway, but the European Commission (EC) is planning to launch studies on further product categories.
Article16 of the EuP Directive calls on the EC to establish a working plan. This will set out a list of indicative products that will be considered as leading candidates for implementing measures over a 3 year period.
The aim of the study is to collate information and opinions as to which product groups should be included among the indicative products. Specific objectives include:

· Identification of all Energy using Products within the scope of the EuP Directive

· Classification of all potential EuPs in product categories for subsequent review

· Development of a short list with priority EuPs that could be possibly included in the indicative list of the working plan

At the outset there were more than 1300 EuPs that fell within the scope of the study. After several iterations a list of 57 EuPs was defined, including sub groups that were excluded from the first 19 preparatory studies. This was further broken down into a priority list of 34 - 25 priority A and 9 priority B products.

Product categories include, but not exhaustive:

Data Networking

Transformers

Industrial tools

Electric and fossil fuelled heating equipment

Surgical equipment

Industrial and laboratory furnaces and ovens

Domestic equipment for clothes

Compressors

Welding machines

Sound and image processing equipment

Refrigerating equipment

Air conditioning systems and heat pumps

Electromechanical hand tools

Measuring transformers

Aerials, radars, radio navigation and control

Lifting, moving and loading equipment

Cashiers and ticketing machines

Sound processing machines, including radios

Other motors not covered in current categories

Lighting not covered in current categories

High energy diagnostic and healing equipment

Food production equipment

Vending machines for beverage

Ventilation equipment for underground infrastructures

Mowers

Boilers

The contract for this study was awarded to a consortium made up of EPTA Ltd, the National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) – Unit if Environmental science and Technology (UEST) and PE Europe GmbH.
